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Plymouth-Canton marchers recapture state title 

BY DIANE HANSON  
CORRESPONDENT 

After last year's third-place 
finish ended a 14-year reign as 
the state's Flight I champs, the 
lyo-member Plymouth-Canton 
Marching Band regained the 
title and added its 22nd state 
championship at the 30th 
annual Michigan Competing 
Band Association State Finals 
Saturday at Ford Field. 

"This was a fantastic per-
formance," said an elated David 
Armbruster, director of bands at 
the Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park, "the best one 
of the year so far." 

After a season of first-place 
finishes and top scores, the 
award-winning band's 10-
minute eerily crowd-pleasing 
performance, "Beneath the 
Surface," inspired by the writ-
ings of Edgar Allan Poe, netted 
the hometown marchers the 
coveted Flight I first-place 
trophy with a score of 91.35, 
which was also the highest score 
of all 40 competing bands at the 
musical marching extrava-
ganza. They also captured the 
Flight I Best Marching and Best 
General Effect trophies as well 
as tying with West Bloomfield, 
last year's champs and this 
year's runner-up, for the Best 
Music award. 

"It was incredible," said junior 
trombonist Benjamin Wohl. "I 
think the band performed at the 
highest we've ever performed. 
We came together and definitely 
blew this away." 

Salem senior Kayla Ragland, 
one of the three drum majors 
along with Caroline Williams 
and Kaitlyn Tracy, agreed. 

"They did such a great job and 
I'm so proud of them," she said. 
"It was a lot of work this week, a 
lot of long practices and some 
cold, crazy, windy weather, but 
they really pushed through and 
it paid off." 

Each year the 40 highest-
scoring high school marching 
bands -10 in each of Flights I, 
II, III, and IV (Flights are deter- 
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Plymouth-Canton drum majors and color guard captains, Kayla Ragland (from left), Laura Choos, Caroline Williams, 
Rachel Fransioli, and Kaitlin Tracy are all smiles after receiving the Flight IMCBA championship trophy and banner 
honoring their band's accomplishment. 

largest schools) - compete in the 
daylong competition. This year's 
pageantry of masterful march-
ing, music, color and choreog-
raphy was appreciated by some 
13,000 spectators. 

But there's still more to come 
for the hometown team. 
Armbruster and his staff will be 
making some changes and 
doing some tweaking before the 
Bands of America Grand 
National Championships at 
Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis Nov. 12-14. 

"The whole design team and 
staff want the kids to have the 
best product to be successful," 
said Armbruster. "It's not about 
winning, but if they do well 
what they do, all the chips just 
fall into place. 

Color guard member Lucas Schmidt 
dramatizes the theme of the band's 
competition show, 'Beneath the 
Surface,' after emerging from 
beneath the surface of the huge 
platform also concealing most of the 
marching band at the beginning. 

mined by school enrollment, not 
band size with Flight I the 

Baritone saxophonist Charles Vink 
adds to the low brass effect of the 
Plymouth-Canton Marching Band's 
championship performance during 
the State Finals Nov. 7 at Ford Field. 


